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use of river waters for conservation or irrigation. Free
'""'                          XIIT
trade among the States is enjoined, and inspection    ___"
laws, if any, may not be used as sources of State revenue
and may be annulled by the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment. But States have the same control over liquor
brought into them as they have over liquor produced
therein. It was contemplated in the constitution that
an Inter-State Commission should be set up to deal
with such issues as the determination of rates on State
railways, but the Commission was held by the High
Court not to be capable of exercising judicial power,1
and it has since 1919 been allowed to remain in abey-
ance.
(4) In the case of the Commonwealth the High
Court- as first constituted was dominated by men who
had studied deeply the interpretation of the United
States constitution, and whose minds therefore led
them to interpret the wording of the Constitution in
the light of the principles of construction laid down for
that instrument by the jurisprudence of the Supreme
Court' of the United States. The assumption that this
line of reasoning should be followed was perfectly
natural to those who knew under what auspices the
constitution had evolved, and the tendency in the
United Kingdom to regard the High Court's procedure
as unnatural is clearly far from just. There is, in fact,
much truth in the view held by the High Court that
the Privy Council was imperfectly familiar with
American constitutional law, and that in interpreting
the constitution it brought to it a system of its own
based on the construction of unified constitutions
which was not really applicable to the framework of a
1 Nw 8w,th Wales v. Cammww&M, (1915), 20 C.L.R. 54,